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Mission Statement (written by children): 

We would like our school, which reflects British values, to be at the heart of the 

community, sharing, supporting and learning together with everyone as equals.  Our 

children have the right to high quality learning experiences to help them to be the 

best they can be. 

We encourage our children to be creative, unique, open-minded and independent 

individuals, respectful of themselves and of others in our school, our local community 

and the wider world. 

We aim to nurture our children on their journey through life so they can grow into 

safe, caring, democratic, responsible and tolerant adults who make a positive 

difference to British Society and to the world. 

 

Our School Vision 

May our Rights Respecting school be a happy and enjoyable place for us all to learn; 

where every one of us is valued and safe in our Timothy Hackworth School family.   

May we all be the best that we can be by making a positive difference to each other, 

our community in Shildon and the wider world in which we all live. 

 

Rationale 

Assessment at Timothy Hackworth Primary School follows the principle that assessment will 

only be accurate and valuable if it is the result of rich and immersive learning opportunities. 

Assessment should not seek to label pupils’ achievements, but instead, to identify areas 

where teaching is required, so that quality and meaningful opportunities can be planned in 

order to progress children’s knowledge and understanding. 

 At Timothy Hackworth Primary School we endeavour to support all pupils in making 
better than expected progress and raise confidence and self-esteem. We see 
assessment as central to this. This includes:  
 
Daily Formative Assessment 



Daily Marking and Feedback.  At Timothy Hackworth Primary School, it is recognised 
that this element of assessment is the most crucial in enabling progress to take 
place. 
Observations 
Formal Summative Assessments (Including National Tests) and Weekly Tests 
(Spellings, Mental Maths etc.) 
 
This policy is written in line with all subject-based policies and the school’s Marking 
and Feedback Policy.  
Timothy Hackworth Primary School has produced a robust and rigorous assessment system 

in order to effectively track pupil progress in Mathematics, Reading (including Phonics), 

Writing and Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling as part of the National Curriculum 

requirements. 

Assessment data is monitored and analysed on a routine basis and reported appropriately to 

stakeholders. 

Pupils are also actively involved in the assessment of their own learning. 

Aims of Assessment at Timothy Hackworth Primary School 
 
To provide information to inform the school’s strategic planning. 
To provide information to inform the school’s curriculum design, in its intent, 
implementation and impact. 
To robustly track pupils in order to closely monitor their attainment and progress. 

To monitor and evaluate the school’s progress of identified pupil groups.  

To ensure teacher planning is amended in order that the teaching and learning meet 
the needs of all pupils. 

To ensure a consistency of approach that measures school progress against 
national standards.  
To ensure pupils are aware of their own progress, knowing their achievements and 
what they need to do next in order to further improve. 

To inform the Governing Body of the school’s standards and achievement. 

To ensure that the legal requirements for record keeping, assessing and reporting 
can be met. 
 
 
 Effective Assessment at Timothy Hackworth Primary School 
 
We believe effective assessment:  
 
offers all children an opportunity to show what they know, understand and can do to 
improve; 

enables teachers to plan more effectively;  

informs the development of the curriculum in relation to its intent, implementation 
and impact; 

helps parents and carers to be involved in their child’s progress;  

provides the school with information to evaluate work and set suitable targets. 
 



 
 

Entitlement  

This Assessment Policy relates to all pupils attending Timothy Hackworth Primary School, 

including those in the Foundation Stage, Key Stages One and Two, including pupils who are 

identified as accessing the Enhanced Mainstream Provision (EMP).  All children have the 

right to access all elements of the National Curriculum, appropriate to their abilities in 

tandem with the school’s relentless focus on high standards and expectations of all 

pupils. 

 
Assessment with the Early Years  
 
Assessment in the Early Years at Timothy Hackworth Primary School is gathered 
through daily observations, focused teaching, and child-initiated learning 
opportunities. 
Foundation Stage staff have weekly meetings so that all staff involved are working 
collaboratively to assess pupils, gather evidence, and to plan next steps. 
The evidence collected to substantiate assessments is gathered in the pupils’ 
Learning Journeys, Literacy, Numeracy and Phonics books, and Black Books. 
The 2Simple App is used to capture observations and related learning opportunities.   
This documentation is shared with all stakeholders. 
 
Assessment in Key Stage1 and 2 (English and Mathematics)  
 
Assessments are completed on a formal basis at the end of each term.  This 
assessment data is robustly and rigorously analysed and shared appropriately with 
stakeholders. 
Data from assessments is entered on to the school’s tracking system and progress 
maps created to show attainment and progress against targets.  
This data is analysed to identify groups and individuals who may require further 
intervention and those who are making accelerated progress.  
Pupils are assessed and tracked using the following criteria in Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics: 
 
Pre-Emerging 
Emerging and Developing 1 
Emerging and Developing 2 
Secure 1 
Secure 2 
Secure 3 
Secure 4 
 
Targets for pupils are set at the start of each year and discussed during Pupil 
Progress Meetings throughout the year. These targets are linked to Performance 
Management Systems.  
 



The data analysis informs the SIP and SEF documentation and drives forward staff 
training and support packages within school.  
 
National Assessment SATs tests are carried out at the end of Years 1, 2 and 6.    
Pupils complete termly assessments in Mathematics and Reading.  
Reading, GPS and Mathematics SAT tests from previous years are used in Year 2 
and Year 6. Other year groups use teacher assessment supported by Scholastic 
Reading tests and in-house mathematics tests. Rising Stars arithmetic (Y1 & Y3-5) 
and Rising Stars GPS tests (Y2-5) are used.) 
 
Pupil progress in their Phonics development is rigorously assessed, tracked and analysed 

through the following: 

 Phonic Screen Check tests from Reception to Year 2 pupils, and for identified 

pupils in Key Stage Two; 

 Phonic Trackers in relation to Letters and Sounds phases; 

 Phonic Screens to track pupil progress within and between Letters and Sounds 

phonic phases across the Foundation Stage and relevant to identified pupils in Key 

Stage Two. 

 
Assessment Data is provided to parents and carers at least twice a year through the 
school’s ‘Structured Conversations’ with parents and carers system. 
 
 
Assessment within Curriculum Subject Areas  
 
Pupils are assessed across the National Curriculum subjects as part of Timothy 
Hackworth Primary School’s robust assessment system against National Curriculum 
objectives. 
Pupil progress across the curriculum is closely tracked to provide information on the 
curriculum’s intent, implementation and impact. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation  
 
Both teacher assessments and formal assessments (tests) are moderated by Senior 
Leaders to ensure parity every term. Assessment data informs Performance 
Management targets to ensure pupil progress is at the heart of whole school 
improvement.  
 
Assessment data is robustly and rigorously analysed in detail on a termly basis by 
the Senior Leadership Team, including the Assessment and Moderation Lead, and 
outcomes shared with staff.    
 
Pupil Progress Meetings are held with all staff to identify pupils who may require 
further intervention and support.  Pupil Progress Meetings provide opportunities for 
Senior Leadership members and class teachers to work together to identify 
individuals or groups of pupils who are at risk of not making expected or better 



progress and supporting those pupils by implementing strategies and interventions 
that reflect their individual needs. 
 

Pupils will have their development and performance monitored through a range of 

assessment techniques to ensure that they progress to their full potential. 

Planned and routine monitoring tasks are undertaken by the Senior Leadership Team which 

includes Pupil Progress Meetings, pupil Book Scrutiny, Learning Walks, Lesson 

Observations, Learning Environment Scrutiny, Planning Scrutiny and pupil interviews. 

The Assessment and Moderation Lead works alongside teachers to provide tailored support 

to discuss, plan and implement a range of assessment and moderation strategies.   

Governors have a critical role in ensuring the school has accurate assessment information 

for pupils.   

Although Governors will not know individual pupils’ results, it is essential that Governors are 

aware of how groups of pupils are performing and the progress that they are making.  The 

school will report to the Governors on a routine basis as part of planned Governing Body 

meetings. 

Governors will provide challenge for the school and will meet regularly with Subject Leaders 

to review progress. 

 

Continuing Professional Development 

The Mathematics Subject Leader has attended and achieved ‘Specialist Mathematics 

Subject Knowledge’ CPD from the local Archimedes North East Mathematics Hub.  This 

regionally recognised professional group meets on a regular basis throughout each academic 

year. 

The Head Teacher, Deputy Head Teacher, Assistant Head Teacher and Assessment and 

Moderation Lead continue to attend Local Authority Assessment Subject Leader Network 

Meetings in order to keep abreast with the latest developments in the ‘Life Without Levels’ 

national agenda. 

Staff are also provided with up-to-date relevant Assessment CPD where relevant and as 

appropriate. 

 

SEND and Equal Opportunities 
 
Our school aims to provide for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities with 

a curriculum that allows for appropriate differentiation. This may be by outcome, task, 

resources, support, interest or ability groupings as appropriate. Opportunities will be planned 



for children with SEND to work on their targets for reading, writing, spelling and handwriting 

within English and across the wider curriculum. 

Every registered SEND pupil in school accesses a SEND Support Plan, which identifies 

individual targets and details the support in place to enable pupils to access the National 

Curriculum. 

The expectation is that SEND pupils will progress at the same rate as non-SEND pupils due 

to carefully planned provision in place, although school understands that in some cases, 

attainment for SEND pupils may be below age-related expectations. 

 

Conclusion 

At Timothy Hackworth Primary School a whole range of experiences and opportunities will be 

provided for all pupils in across a broad and balanced curriculum which reflects school, local, 

national and global perspectives.   

The curriculum offer is routinely reviewed to monitor its intent, implementation and impact. 

All children have the right to a high quality education – our Assessment Policy is designed to 

ensure that all pupils have access to this right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 


