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This policy should be read in conjunction with the UNCRC and Respectful 

Relationships policy. 

UNCRC Article 28: All children have the right to an education. Policy and 

practice in Timothy Hackworth Primary School respects children’s dignity. 

 Rationale 

 Marking and feedback, as part of Assessment for Learning, forms an integral part of 

effective learning and teaching, allowing children to achieve their true potential. 

Aims 

 To provide focused feedback to children about their learning so they know 

what they have done well and what they need to do to further improve. 

 To enable teachers to design more effective learning opportunities as a 

result of the children’s needs. 

 To provide a forum for a shared learning conversation between the pupil 

and the teacher. 

Expectations  

 All work dated, titled and underlined with a ruler.  (NB:  short, numerical 

date for Numeracy and Foundation Subjects.  Longer written date for 

Literacy. 

 Learning objectives as titles; recorded as ‘LO’. 

 ‘Wish and a Star’ system to indicate to children what they have done well 

(one Star) and what they need to do in order to improve (one Wish).  If a 

comment is made about presentation, this will be in addition to the ‘Wish’ 

and ‘Star’. 

 ‘Wishes’ to relate to Learning Objectives (LOs).  Other aspects of writing 

that need addressing (not as part of LO) could be supported by an 

additional wish if appropriate. 



 Marking and feedback will be discussed with children wherever possible 

through ‘Wishes and Stars’. 

 Children to act upon marking and feedback to demonstrate their 

understanding through learning conversations (VF and evidence) and 

opportunities for response to feedback at the beginning of the next lesson 

or at a later date where appropriate e.g. topic focus in Numeracy. 

 In Foundation Stage, marking and feedback will be verbal; certain symbols 

as part of marking and feedback may be introduced to specific children 

depending on their individual progress. 

 Colour of marking pen to be decided by individual teachers. 

 Consistent use of Marking and Feedback Ladders.  Marking and 

Feedback Ladders to be available on desks and displayed in the 

classroom environment for children to refer to. 

 Any marking symbols used e.g. ‘G’ for Guided Learning, to be placed 

underneath Wishes and Stars. 

 Any improvements made by children to be demonstrated using a coloured 

pencil or any substantial additional text to be written underneath in pencil 

or pen. 

 The following documents:  ‘Marking Ladder for Foundation Stage and Key 

Stage 1’ , ‘Marking Ladder for Key Stage 2’ and ‘General Symbols for 

Marking and Feedback’ to be applied when marking and feeding back to 

pupils. 

 As part of the Marking Ladders, up to three spellings will be identified in 

any one piece of work.  Targeted spellings should be High Frequency 

words as a priority, then words linked to Phonics Phases as 

appropriate.  Complex polysyllabic words may also be identified 

depending on the needs of the child. 

 Use of pen introduced when children demonstrate appropriate letter 

formation and handwriting fluency with use of pencil. Children awarded a 



‘Pen Licence’ in Friday Assembly by Mrs Dockray or Mrs Boulton to 

celebrate transition from pencil to pen.  Use of recently introduced pen to 

be closely monitored; three endorsements given on reverse of Pen 

Licence and pen to be revoked if necessary and use of pencil returned to. 

 Staff use the school’s agreed handwriting style as part of the Handwriting 

Policy when marking children’s work. 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The Head Teacher and Assessment Leader will ensure the policy is implemented 

consistently throughout the school using strategies such as: 

 discussion with teachers, children and parents/carers; 

 sampling teachers’ planning; 

 lesson observations; 

 work scrutiny across the curriculum. 

Special Educational Needs 

The SENCO will liaise with all concerned to ensure information on individual children 

with educational needs supports their teaching and learning. 

Equal Opportunities 

The assessment policy and guidelines encourage the practice of inclusion for all. 

Governors 

The Governing Body will be provided with regular updates re: the implementation 

and monitoring of this policy. 

Date agreed: 

 

Date of review:  October 2014 

  



Guidelines 

At __________ we recognise the importance of assessment (both summative and 

formative) and how it can be used to develop children’s learning. 

Summative  

Foundation Stage 

 Flying Start 2 

 Foundation Stage Profile 

Key Stage 1 – English and Maths 

 Teacher Assessment supported by tasks/tests 

Key Stage 2 – English, Maths and Science 

 Statutory Assessment Tests, 

(List details of any other tests used) 

The school also uses QCA non-statutory tests at Y3, 4 and 5 to track children’s 

progress. Teachers use information from these assessments alongside their own 

teacher assessments to submit data into the school’s tracking system. 

Teachers are aware of the progress (sub levels/ APS) that individual children should 

make in each year. They are also aware of the national expectations at the end of 

each academic year. 

Year 1 Level 1a 

Year 2 Level 2b 

Year 3 Level 2a/3c 

Year 4 Level 3c/3b 

Year 5 Level 3a/4c 

Year 6 Level 4b 

This information helps teachers identify children who require additional intervention 



Formative 

Key to children’s development at Timothy Hackworth School are the day-to-day 

assessment strategies used by teachers and children themselves. 

These include: 

 Informed planning (lesson objectives, success criteria) 

 Positive / specific oral and written feedback (see Marking and Feedback 

policy and guidelines) 

 Children involved in self and peer assessment 

 Effective questioning 

 Parents / carers involved in their children’s learning 

Foundation Subjects  

Foundation subjects are assessed against National Curriculum Levels and the Local 

Authority’s Key Tracker Sheets (PIAT). 

Moderating  

Teachers share a common understanding of levelling, feedback and target setting. 

(Include relevant information for example moderating, work scrutiny, school portfolio) 

Recording and reporting  

Teachers use assessment information from previous teachers to inform future 

planning. 

Yearly reports inform parents about children’s progress. Each area of the curriculum 

is reported on and targets for future development are included for Literacy and 

Numeracy, in addition to general targets. 

In Reception the end of year reporting is through the Foundation Stage Profile. 

Parents’ evenings are held. 

 



Transition and Transfer  

Assessment information, both academic and social, is transferred between 

professionals at each stage of the child’s schooling. (between classes, key stages 

and schools). This ensures that children have the maximum opportunities to achieve 

their full potential. 

When children move schools, information is sent through the CTF (common transfer 

file). 


