
NUMERACY POLICY – REVISION 2014 
 

This policy should be read in conjunction with the UNCRC and  
Respectful Relationships Policy. 

UNCRC Article 28: All children have the right to an education. 
All policy and practice in Timothy Hackworth Primary School  

respects children’s dignity. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
At Timothy Hackworth Primary School there is full acceptance of the designation of Numeracy as 
a core subject of the National Curriculum. This policy statement takes into account the statutory 
orders and the non-statutory guidance relating to this. This statement is further informed by 
Timothy Hackworth Primary’s curriculum objectives.  
 
“A high-quality mathematics education provides a foundation for understanding the world, the 
ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics, and a 
sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.”  
(National Curriculum 2014) 
 
Teachers must consider this view of numeracy in their planning and so help children develop skills 
to explore and explain the structure, patterns and relationships within numeracy, as they have the 
right to have their abilities developed to their full potential. Children should be able to recognise 
and utilise the power of numeracy in solving problems and to develop their own mathematical 
thinking. 
 
DEFINITION 
 
Numeracy provides a way of viewing and making sense of the world in which we live, which is 
important as all children have the right to be able to access information about the world they live 
in. Using mathematics we can tackle a range of real life problems and practical tasks. We can 
analyse and communicate ideas and information. We can use mathematics to describe, to explain 
and to predict. It provides means and materials to create new imaginative worlds for exploration 
and investigation. It makes a structure consisting of a network of concepts and relationships. It 
can become a living process of creative ability. 
 
Numeracy concerns the placing of order and structure on experiences but it need not be seen 
simply as a series of steps to be learnt so that problems may be solved. There is in numeracy a 
combination of facts, concepts and strategies but also scope for the development of personal 
qualities and talents – a right that all children have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCOPE 
 
This policy relates to all pupils attending Timothy Hackworth Primary School; including those in 
the Foundation Stage, Key Stages one and two and those attending on a temporary basis for 
access to resources for specialist speech and language development. All children have the right to 
access all elements of the maths curriculum, appropriate to their abilities. 
 
RATIONALE 
 
Numeracy is an essential element in the curriculum for many reasons. First, it enables pupils to 
describe, explain, communicate and predict. It provides opportunities for problem-solving 
activities. There is an opportunity for intellectual and creative work as well as independent and 
co-operative work. Numeracy enables pupils to develop personal skills and qualities which are 
necessary in order to solve problems in the real world. There can be developed an awareness of 
pattern and relationships which help form a deeper understanding of a situation. Numeracy 
provides a universal means of communication with symbols and operations required to be used 
and understood by pupils. It is important that children learn how to communicate their ideas, as 
they have the right to say what they think in all matters affecting them and to have these taken 
seriously. 
 
ENTITLEMENT 
 
All children are entitled under the National Curriculum 2014 to a broad, balanced curriculum. In 
mathematics the study units are defined as Number, Measurement and Geometry (for all), 
Statistics (Y2-6) and Ratio and Proportion and Algebra (Y6). In the course of working in these 
areas pupils should have the opportunity to: 
 

 select the materials and mathematics they use with appropriate methods and tools. 
 become confident with new technology and a range of mathematical software. 
 discuss, record, interpret and communicate. 

 predict, make, test and use hypotheses. 
 work on practical tasks, real world situations, problem solving and investigational tasks. 
 practise and consolidate. 

 
In this school we realise the importance of a whole school policy implemented by individual 
teachers in their classroom. Teachers will bear in mind the needs of the individual child, as 
every child has the right to be the best that they can be, yet work in order to realise the 
implications of the National Curriculum 2014. Numeracy teaching is therefore to be based on 
the National Curriculum 2014 requirements. 
 
Overviews for each year group cater for the full range of abilities. The basis of the schools 
numeracy scheme is the National Curriculum 2014. This is supported by books, materials, 
and activities from a variety of published schemes as well as internet resources.  
 
Teachers have the responsibility to use their talents and skills to ensure that children gain 
confidence, enjoyment and satisfaction from their numeracy so that in the final analysis, they 
will feel able to attempt a wide range of problems to the best of their ability. 
 



To ensure that all children, including those with special educational needs, have access to 
numeracy the methods used and the activities planned will be differentiated for maturity and 
ability. 
 
Pupils will have their development and performance monitored through a range of 
assessment techniques to ensure that they progress to their full potential. 
 
 
AIMS 
 
In this school we see a number of important aims as being essential in a general statement 
of intent for the teaching of numeracy. 
 

 Numeracy is an essential element of communication used to describe, illustrate, 
interpret, predict and explain. 

 

 We would encourage pupils to find their own way of carrying out tasks, taking into 
account imagination, initiative and flexibility. All children have the right to have their 
own talents and abilities developed to their full potential. 

 

 We encourage a systematic approach to work. 
 

 We wish pupils to work independently using their initiative. All children have the right 
to have their ideas listened to and valued. 

 

 We would encourage children also to be able to work co-operatively in groups. 
 

 We see numeracy as providing a challenge and sense of achievement leading to 
pleasure and enjoyment. All children have the right to be the best that they can be. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
At Timothy Hackworth Primary School a whole range of experiences and opportunities will be 
provided for all pupils in Numeracy. Record keeping systems are in place in order to monitor 
achievements. Advice, support and in-service training will be used in order to further inform 
and up-date the teaching of Numeracy. All children have the right to a high quality education 
– our Numeracy curriculum is designed to ensure that all pupils have access to this right. 
 
 
 
 
 


