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23 June 2016 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Attendance - Persistent Absence Information 

Article 28 – All children have the right to a good quality education. 

You may be aware that there have been some changes to how persistent absence is recorded in all schools. 

From September 2015, the Government is reducing the threshold from 15% to 10%. This will now mean that a 

child with attendance below 90% is considered a persistent absentee. This is an increase from the previous 

figure of 85%, regardless of whether school has authorised or unauthorised the absences. This equates to 38 

sessions or 19 days of absence across the academic year. 

When a child’s attendance is close to 90%, schools are required by the Government to take swift action. These 

actions may include meetings in school, visits from an Education Welfare Officer, or instigation of legal 

procedures against parents of pupils who are persistently absent. 

Minor ailments, such as a headache or a slight cold are not acceptable reasons for failing to attend school. 

Repeated absences may require the school to request that you obtain medical evidence from your Doctor’s 

surgery as recommended in Government guidelines. 

In order to minimise absences from school due to medical appointments, we continue to ask, where possible, 

that all medical appointments are made outside of school hours unless vital or due to an emergency. 

The law does not give any entitlement to parents to remove their child from school during term time for the 

purpose of a holiday. Head Teachers may only grant leave of absence when there are exceptional 

circumstances relating to the application. 

Regular attendance at school is essential to ensure uninterrupted progress enabling your child to fulfil their 

potential.  The attached leaflet provides further information for you regarding attendance at school.   

If you need any support from school regarding your child’s attendance, please do let me know as we are more 

than happy to help. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. L. Boulton 

Head Teacher 
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