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OUTRIGHT 2020/21

HOW DOES CLIMATE CHANGE

AFFECT CHILDREN'S RIGHTS?



Unicef UK is a charity that cares 

about the rights and well-being of 

every child – wherever they live.

Unicef works in 190 countries 

around the world. 

Three friends in their classroom in Côte d'Ivoire. © Unicef/Dejongh



OutRight is a youth campaign run by Unicef

UK that helps children and young people to 

speak out about children’s rights in the UK 

and abroad.

It’s a campaign by children, for children. 

WHAT IS OUTRIGHT?



MAKE YOUR VOICE

OutRight will help children like you 

to stand up for the rights of children 

in the UK and around the world, with 

the support of our campaign 

champions Paddington Bear and 

actor Cel Spellman. 

This year, OutRight is all about 

climate change and children’s rights.

Speaking out at a Unicef UK Clean Air Action Day. © Unicef

HEARD!



Paddington is a champion for children and, 

like Unicef UK, wants you to use your voices 

to make the world a better place.

Through the campaign, you will learn about 

climate change and children's rights.

Children speak out at an air pollution rally. © Unicef

SPEAKING OUT ABOUT
CLIMATE CHANGE



Remember that we all made a pledge to use our voices to 

campaign for the rights of children who are being affected by 

climate change.

I promise to use my voice 
to speak out for the rights 
of children who are 
affected by climate change.

Article 12: All children have the right to be listened to.



PART 1: RIGHTS SUMMARY
A young woman in Bangladesh, a country that floods frequently. © Unicef/Kiron



Every child has the right to 

express their views, feelings 

and wishes in all matters 

affecting them, and to have their 

views considered and taken 

seriously. This right applies at 

all times, for example, during 

immigration proceedings, 

housing decisions or the child’s 

day-to-day home life.

ARTICLE 12 (RESPECT FOR THE VIEWS OF THE CHILD)



ARTICLE 13 (FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION)

Every child must be free to express 

their thoughts and opinions and to 

access all kinds of information, as 

long as it is within the law.



Every child has the right to the best possible 

health. Governments must provide good 

quality health care, clean water, nutritious 

food and a clean environment and education 

on health and well-being so that children can 

stay healthy. Richer countries must help 

poorer countries achieve this.

ARTICLE 24 (HEALTH AND HEALTH SERVICES)



ARTICLE 27 (ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING)

Every child has the right to a standard of 

living that is good enough to meet their 

physical and social needs and support their 

development. Governments must help 

families who cannot afford to provide this.



Every child has the right to an education. 

Primary education must be free and different 

forms of secondary education must be 

available to every child. Discipline in schools 

must respect children’s dignity and their 

rights. Richer countries must help poorer 

countries achieve this.

ARTICLE 28 (RIGHT TO EDUCATION) 
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How do you think these 

five articles could be 

linked to climate change?

ARTICLE 12

ARTICLE 13

ARTICLE 24

ARTICLE 27

ARTICLE 28



PART 2: IT’S MY RIGHT – ACTIVITY QUIZ 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?
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Until you are 18 years old, you are 

considered to be a child and all the rights of 

the UN’s Convention on the Rights of the 

Child apply to you.

TRUE FALSEOR



The UK government decides what my rights 

are as a child because this is where I live.

TRUE FALSEOR



I have the same rights as all other 

children in the world to health, education 

and protection from harm.

TRUE FALSEOR



The government of the UK must also 

consider the rights of children in other 

countries because the actions of my country 

can also impact children in other places.

TRUE FALSEOR



It is my right to be loved, to have friends 

and to have access to the Internet to be 

able to find out important information.

TRUE FALSEOR



I have a right to be educated about 

climate science and risks to my 

environment because this information is 

important for my health.

TRUE FALSEOR



It is my right to ask my government to 

ensure that the environment is clean and 

healthy in order to protect my health and 

the health of other children.

TRUE FALSEOR



The government does not 

have to hear my opinion 

because I do not pay taxes. 

TRUE FALSEOR



It is the UK government’s job to ensure that 

I have access to healthcare and education

– even during times like the coronavirus 

pandemic – because these are my rights. 

TRUE FALSEOR



Having access to clean water, 

nutritious food and a safe home are all 

rights for children that are threatened 

by global warming and climate change. 

TRUE FALSEOR



HOW DID YOU DO?
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How does climate change impact on

children’s rights, including:

▪ the right to education

▪ the right to be healthy

▪ the right to have somewhere 

safe to live?

On the way to school during

floods in Bangladesh. 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS



Cl imate change af fects  ch i ldren’s  r ights  in  lo ts  of  
ways.  F i rs t ly ,  i t  threatens a ch i ld ’s  abi l i ty  to  surv ive,  
grow and to thr ive.  Extreme weather  events threaten 
l ives,  undermin ing access to c lean dr ink ing water ,  
which can lead to the spread of  d iseases.  

Extreme weather  events l ike cyc lones and f loods can 
a lso destroy homes,  forc ing fami l ies to  leave thei r  
v i l lages and destroy ing schools  so that  ch i ldren can no 
longer  get  educated.

Increases in  temperature and ra infa l l  can threaten 
people ’s  crops and lead to food shor tages.  Ai r  
pol lu t ion can a lso have a d i rect  and negat ive impact  
on chi ldren’s  heal th .  



Choose one of the rights we have talked about today and make 

a mini poster. Put your right in the centre and around the 

outside show how the right could be affected by climate change.

Present your work with pride as good examples will be 

displayed in school to help everyone understand the 

importance of protecting children’s rights.


